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2009 Bomac Lecture Series 
Very Informative

The 2009 Bomac Lecture Series were held in five venues over five afternoons in 
mid June featuring Associate Professor Kate Savage from University of Melbourne 
Veterinary School.  Dr. Savage spoke on the topics of gastric ulceration, and 
respiratory and cardiac conditions.  Her presentations were filled with up-to-date 
and very relevant information.

Dr Savage talked about the syndrome of stomach ulcers in the horse.  She covered 
everything from the signs, diagnosis, and treatment. Some reasons that you might 
consider checking your horse for ulcers are grumpiness, poor performance, 
decreased appetite, low blood cell count or low blood protein, a poor hair coat, 
excessive salivation (foals), grinding teeth, losing weight, soft manure (in the 
absence of feed changes), and intermittent signs of colic. The best way to check 
for ulcers is to get your horse’s stomach scoped, i.e. a small flexible camera is 
passed through the nasal passage and into the stomach to look at the lining. 
Treatments include drugs to decrease the pH of the stomach such as omeprazole 
and modifying the diet to decrease acid production in the stomach.

Dr. Savage’s other presentations included information on respiratory and cardiac 
disease. She talked about problems that affect the upper respiratory tract, sinuses 
and guttural pouches, the main one being strangles.  She discussed the symptoms, 
prevention, and treatment, and also touched on complications that arise from 
this disease.  In some horses it can develop into life threatening diseases or can 
result in carrier horses (horses that look normal, but are infected and contagious 
to other horse). Vaccinating can reduce these complications. 

Also in her respiratory talk she spoke about conditions that affect the lower tract 
(i.e. lungs and chest cavity). Pneumonia in adult horses can result from a variety 
of different causes.  Risk factors include transportation, overcrowding, poor 

Dr Kate Savage shares a joke over lunch with past NZERF Board members, Dr 
Brian Goulden, Professor Des Fielden and Dr Ian Anderson at the Palmerston 
North Bomac Lecture Series.
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One of New Zealand’s largest animal 
health companies officially came into 
existence on January 1, 2012, when the 
Bomac group successfully became part 
of Bayer New Zealand Ltd. 

Bayer acquired Bomac, which at the time 
was New Zealand’s largest privately 
owned animal health company, in 
January 2011. The two companies have 
spent the last 12 months integrating into 
one single business and are now ready 
to present ‘one face to the customer’ as 
Bayer New Zealand’s Animal Health 
Division.

Bayer New Zealand’s Animal Health 
Division head, Connel McLaren, says 
he is delighted that the integration was 
completed so quickly and smoothly. 

“It was a major task bringing the two 
companies together, but we had great 
support from the global Bayer team as 
well as from Bayer’s corporate services in 
New Zealand and Australia.” 

“Key aspects included a new 
organisational structure, combining sales 
and marketing teams, moving Bomac 
onto the Bayer IT platform, making  
improvements to the manufacturing 
site in Manukau and establishing an 
expanded Auckland-based Centre for 
Innovation and Development.”

“All this was done while working hard 
to service the needs of our customers in 
both the livestock and companion animal 
areas.”

With the two companies now fully 
integrated, McLaren says Bayer’s strategy 
is firmly focused on growth.

“Our portfolio now contains more than 
500 products across the equine, farm 
animal and companion animal sectors. 
This figure is set to grow as we develop 
new products through our Centre for 
Innovation and Development.” 

“We registered 12 new products in 2011 
and already have another 20 new product 
projects underway.”

McLaren says key areas of development 
include bovine mastitis and reproduction, 
sheep and cattle parasiticides, swine 
health and companion animal treatments.

“One of the benefits Bayer now has is 
its increased speed to market of new 
products, not only in New Zealand but 
throughout the world.”

“In fact, we’ve already had discussions 
with Bayer representatives from 
Europe and Northern America keen on 
introducing New Zealand-developed 
products to overseas markets.”

McLaren adds that local markets are 
equally important to Bayer New Zealand, 
which has a large sales team covering 
the whole country, strong distribution 
channels and a growing range of local 
products.

“Many farmers and veterinarians rely on 
our products, but at the same time we are 
continually striving to come up with new 
solutions to diseases such as mastitis and 
pests such as parasites

“With the huge global resources that 
Bayer has at its disposal, I’m confident 
we can achieve a great deal in the next 
few years.”

Mr Connel McLaren (Bayer) and  
Dr  Margaret Evans (NZERF)
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nutrition, mixing horses from different farms, respiratory 
irritation (e.g. smog), general anaesthesia, and choke. If left 
untreated pneumonia can progress and result in the more 
life threatening pleuropneumonia (infection of lung and 
chest cavity at the same time).

In foals a common cause of pneumonia is Rhodococcus 
equi (Rattles). In addition to causing pneumonia it also can 
cause abscesses to develop in the lungs.  Foals are usually 
susceptible until about 6 months of age.

Dr Savage described heart conditions.  She spoke about 
the different parts of the heart that could be affected with 
disease.  Importantly she said that if a heart condition 
is suspected it is important to have it fully and properly 
diagnosed.  Heart score is of minimal use and heart 
strain as a diagnosis is unreliable.  There are lots of 

ways that a vet can assess the heart.  She talked about 
arrhythmias (irregular heart beats) and murmurs (irregular 
heart blood flow). 

Despite the less than expected numbers, everyone who 
attended was high in their praise of Kate’s presentations.  
There were lots of “take home gems” and the material was 
presented to be equally valuable to veterinarians and lay 
people.  It is so frustrating to have someone so skilled and 
passionate about their subject and to not take full advantage 
of the opportunity. We attracted 325 people to the five venues 
and will have to review if our new approach of one speaker 
for four hours over an afternoon warrants another chance 
next year. For those of you that did not attend the lectures 
copies of the notes of the proceedings may be available  
through the NZERF office. 

Horse getting scoped (Image courtesy of Google Images) 
         

Left: Draining 
Strangles Abscess 
(Photo courtesy of 
Google images)      

Right: Gutteral 
pouch of carrier 
horse.
Externally this 
horse looks 
normal, but is 
shedding strangles.
(Photo courtesy of 
Google images)                             

Ulcerated lining of the stomach
(Image from Dr. Savage)

“Understanding Horse Behaviour”

2012 BAYER LECTURE SERIES

The NZERF is pleased 
to be able to introduce 
Dr. Sue McDonnell as 
the key-note speaker 
for this year’s Bayer 
Lecture Series. Dr. 
McDonnell is from 
Pennsylvania, USA. 
She holds a 1982 
Master’s degree 
in Psychology 
from West Chester 
University and a 1985 
PhD in Reproductive 
Physiology and 
Behaviour from 
the University 
of Delaware. She 
completed a post 
doctoral study 

in clinical veterinary reproduction at the University of 
Pennsylvania’s New Bolton Centre in 1987 and became 
board certified in Applied Animal Behaviour in 1991. She 
is the founding head of the Equine Behaviour Program 
at the University of Pennsylvania’s School of Veterinary 
Medicine, where her work includes clinical, research, and 
teaching activities focused on horse behaviour. 

Dr. McDonnell’s interests include several areas within 
equine physiology, behaviour and welfare, with stallion 
behaviour as an area of particular interest and expertise. 

She has travelled throughout the world to study different 
equids and maintains a semi-feral herd of ponies 
specifically for the study of their physiology and behaviour 
under semi-natural conditions. This affords veterinary and 
animal behaviour students the opportunity for long-term 
observation of equine social and developmental behaviour 
and for first-hand comparison of horse behaviour under 
free-running and traditional domestic conditions. 

Dr. McDonnell is the author of numerous books on horse 
behaviour and has previously received the George Stubbs 
Award, given by the American Association of Equine 
Practitioners for contributions to equine veterinary 
medicine by a non-veterinarian, and a Gold Medal from the 
Agricultural University of Krakow, Poland; their highest 
honour for distinguished scientific collaboration.

The 2012 Lecture Series will follow the same afternoon 
format as previous years and will be held from 1 pm 
to 5.30 pm on

Friday 29th June
Auckland – NZB Karaka Sales Complex

Sunday, 1st July
Matamata – Matamata Club Inc, Rawhiti Ave

Tuesday 3rd July
Palmerston North – Awapuni Racecourse

Saturday 7th July
Christchurch – Riccarton Racecourse

Dr. McDonnell’s first talk will be “Horse Cognition 101: The 
science of how horses learn and why it’s important to horse 
owners, handlers, trainers and veterinarians.”

Horses follow the general laws of learning for all animals 
and humans that are well described in the scientific 
literature. This talk will focus on how to most effectively 
teach your horse to stand patiently when necessary, lift feet 
when asked, load for transport, happily accept veterinary 
treatments, come when called, or have otherwise generally 
good ground manners, using all-positive reinforcement 
techniques.

The second talk is titled “Behaviour problems can be 
physical, psychological or both: why this is important 
for horse owners, handlers, trainers and veterinarians to 
appreciate.”

When it comes to figuring out behavioural changes in 
horses, it can often be quite challenging to work out 
whether the underlying cause is physical, psychological 
or a combination of both, and if a combination of both, 
which came first.  While problems are often assumed to 
be behavioural, in many cases the underlying cause is 
physical but difficult to identify.  This talk will feature a 
number of clinical behaviour cases presented to the New 
Bolton Centre for evaluation, where a team of behaviour 
and medical specialists were able to successfully diagnose 
the underlying cause.  Examples will include difficulty 
with transport, collapsing in the cross-ties while being 
saddled, head tossing under saddle, panic-like episodes, 
aggression toward people, and self-mutilation.  The method 
of evaluation and treatment for each case will be described 
in detail.
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The NZERF provides Travel Grants to assist a number of 
equine industry participants each year attend international 
conferences or visit facilities to gather the latest research 
based equine information.  Preference is given to people 
who are reporting work funded by the Foundation or where 
the travel will benefit a particular area of research or have 
important clinical application.  Applications are considered 
by the Technical Committee and each case is judged on 
its merits.  During the past year the NZERF has provided 
funding for four researchers and clinicians to go abroad 
for continuing education purposes.  Michelle Dicken and 
Stuart Gordon both at Massey University have provided 
some useful information from their respective experiences. 

Dr Michelle Dicken went to Ireland to study critical 
care of foals.

She writes: “I was very fortunate to receive funding from the 
NZERF towards a trip to Ireland in April and May 2009 
to study new trends in foal critical care. The following is 
a brief summary of the information I gained during my 
time there. In April and May 2009 I spent four weeks at 
Anglesey Lodge Equine Hospital, The Curragh, County 
Kildare working with Kevin Corley who is a Specialist 
in Internal Medicine and Critical Care and Anna Hollis 
who is the Intervet/SPAH Scholar in Equine Emergency 
and Critical Care. The recession had affected the equine 
industry quite badly in Ireland and the foal numbers seen 
at the hospital were down in April (18 compared to 33 in 
2008) but in May the numbers were back to normal (41 
compared to 46 in 2008).” 

Michelle has brought back some new and useful tips for 
dealing with sick foals. Three areas where she identified 
new/novel approaches to treatment are fluid therapy, 
laboratory testing, and antibiotic use.  Sick foals often need 

to be treated with fluids.  Over the years many different 
approaches have been taken to estimating fluid deficits, this 
has been highly variable and inaccurate especially in foals.  
At Anglesey Lodge they are now using the fluid challenge 
model. The initial assessment of the foal would lead to the 
giving of a fluid bolus of between 1 to 4 litres. Continued 
assessment and monitoring of the foal determined further 
treatment. 

New advances in laboratory medicine have given us better 
tools which we can use to determine the cause of a foal’s 
illness and give a better prognosis.  One test that they use 
a lot in foals is to check levels of serum amyloid A.  This 
test has just become available in New Zealand in the last 
year. Serum amyloid A is a major inflammatory protein 
and it can help differentiate between a neonatal foal with 
a systemic infection and one that is just a dummy. They 
also were looking at triglyceride levels in foals.  A high level 
of triglycerides is an indication of negative energy balance 
(e.g. the foal is using more calories than it is consuming).  
This is very common in sick foals that are not eating well 
and we see no fat reserves on post mortem in many foals 
that have died by 48 hours. 

Lastly Michelle got to see some new and interesting 
uses of antibiotics in foals.  A newer antibiotic available 
called cefquinome was being used in foals at the hospital.  
Cefquinome comes from the same family as ceftiofur, but is 
more potent and works against bacteria that may be resistant 
to ceftiofur.  Florfenicol and marbofloxacin were being used 
as well.  These have been used in New Zealand for many 
years to treat cattle and pigs.  None of these antibiotics are 
labelled for use in horses in New Zealand, but can be used 
at a veterinarian’s discretion (off-label).

Dr Stuart Gordon attended the South African Equine 
Veterinary Congress 

He writes, “I was fortunate enough to attend the 41st South 
African Equine Veterinary Association (SAEVA) Congress 
held at Kwazulu-Natal in February 2009. Please may I 
express my sincere gratitude for the financial support 
I received from the New Zealand Equine Research 
Foundation.”

Stuart was able to provide us with some very interesting 
and pertinent information about gastric ulcers in horses.  
Several studies where presented at the conference about 
what effects different feeds would have on the development 
of the stomach ulcers. 

Travel Grants Valuable

The recipient of the 2011 New Zealand Thoroughbred 
Racing Award for Contribution to Racing was Dr Brian 
Goulden. Brian was born and educated in Wellington. He 
went to Victoria University and represented Wellington in 
the under 21’s as a winger. His father bred and raced many 
Thoroughbred horses from his Tudor Lodge Stud in Otaki 
in the 1940’s and 50’s. 

Brian was awarded a government scholarship in the early 
1950’s to study veterinary science at Sydney University. In 
those days there was no veterinary school in New Zealand, 
and Brian was to play a large part in correcting this critical 
shortfall.

After obtaining his degree, with honours, but before 
returning to New Zealand, Brian was invited by his 
Professor to partake in a course on equine electrocardiology, 
which was a new discipline in veterinary science at that 
time. Again, New Zealand racing was to gain much from 
this invitation.

When the Veterinary School at Massey was established by 
the Government in the mid 1960’s Brian’s was one of the first 
appointments in the Clinical Sciences Department. He was 
then sent by Massey to Edinburgh University in Scotland 
to study for his PhD in veterinary surgery.  He returned to 
NZ in the late 1960’s to teach the first graduating class in 
Veterinary Science at Massey. Critically for our industry, 
this was the first generation of New Zealand-taught 
veterinarians.

Brian’s lifelong interest in horses and his friendship with 
many owners and trainers, which lead to a seat on the 
Committee of the Manawatu Racing Club for many years, 
helped lead to the development of a large equine clinic 
at Massey University and his work on the application of 
electrocardiography to the equine athlete. He was to become 
a world authority on upper airway disease, especially 
‘roaring’, and contributed much to our understanding of 
how it affects racehorse performance.  

Brian was President of the NZ Equine Veterinary 
Association, which created an award in his honour. This is 
presented annually and is one of the most coveted awards 
an equine veterinarian can receive in NZ. 

He represented the NZ Racing Board on the Equine Health 
Association and was Chairman of the New Zealand Equine 
Research Foundation for 16 years.  During this time the 
Foundation provided funding for over 100 equine research 
projects worth over $2 million, 13 PhDs, 8 Master degrees, 
countless published books, many years of Bomac Lectures 
and so much more. Brian was also Chairman of Australasian 
Photo Finishers Ltd., which established photo finishes and 
video filming of races in this country. It was later sold to 
the TAB.

Brian was awarded a NZ Order of Merit for services 
to the equine industry and education. In short, he has 
immeasurably enhanced health, welfare and research for 
Thoroughbred racehorses, as well as other equines, in New 
Zealand. He is an outstanding member of the profession 
and a worthy recipient of this award.  

Congratulations, Brian!
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One study found that feeding horses concentrates (e.g. 
grain) at more than 0.6kg/100kg of body weight per day 
predisposes horses to ulcers. In the acidic environment of 
the stomach the products of carbohydrate digestion can 
cause damage to the lining of the stomach. It was found 
that adding calcium carbonate to the diet made the stomach 
contents less acidic and sped up recovery of stomach ulcers. 

Another study was examined whether corn oil, refined 
rice bran oil and crude rice bran oil could prevent ulcer 
development. It was found that none of the oils significantly 
decreased the development stomach ulcers.  The horses were 
being supplemented with 240 ml of oil.  The author thought 

that further studies should be done to see if higher doses 
or more frequent supplementation would have an affect. 

The last study looked at the degree of gastric ulcer 
development when horses were feed meadow hay or lucerne 
hay.  Surprisingly lucerne hay was more protective against 
ulcers than meadow hay.  This is interesting because lucerne 
contains more fermentable carbohydrate than meadow hay.  
Lucerne, however, contains more protein and calcium, which 
may help to buffer and decrease acidity of the stomach.  
These proactive effects only last for 6 hours; so more frequent 
than twice daily feeding is needed to have a substantial effect.

Maintenance of fitness is potentially problematic during 
periods of no forced exercise. Horses lose muscle mass 
and bone density during these periods which interferes 
with training programs.  Sixteen horses that had 
previously been in light to moderate work where enrolled 
in the study. They were divided into three groups pasture 
turnout (P), boxed and exercised (E), and boxed with 
no exercise (S).   E and S groups were boxed during 
day and turned out at night. Group P was turned out 
into large pasture.  The study took place over 14 weeks.  

Body condition scores, bone density measurements 
and standard exercise tests (SET) were performed on 
each horse at the start and the end of the study. Heart 
rate, rectal temperature and blood analysis were done 
at strategic times during and after the SET. GPS was 
used to estimate distance travelled in all three groups. 

All horses in the study maintained body weight and 
condition.  Group P travelled greater distances and 
had increase bone density compared to the start of the 
study.   They also tended to have more bone density 
than Group E or S. Groups P and E performed better 
on the SET than did group S.  From the data it was 

Recently a research paper was presented at the Equine Science Society Meeting in Colorado, USA 
confirming what we have been practicing for years in New Zealand.

Ability to Maintain Fitness Improved 
during Large Pasture Turnout  
PM Graham-Thiers and LK Bowen
Journal of Equine Veterinary Science, Volume 29 Issue 5, May 2009, Pages 430-432

determined than horses in the S group lost fitness over 
the 14 weeks course.  The P and E groups remained 
equally fit according to the SET. The unique difference 
is that group P had improved bone density as compared 
to the other two groups.  It was concluded a horse will 
maintain better fitness during a period of turnout if they 
are allowed to be out on pasture. Obviously disease state 
or injury may preclude this from occurring.

Final report on a NZERF-funded 
project

Knowledge of the biology of the major 
roundworm (nematode) parasites of 
horses under New Zealand conditions 
is limited.  This will impact severely on 
our ability to continue to successfully 
control equine parasites if, as has 
happened with cattle and sheep 
parasites, resistance to anthelmintic 
treatments becomes more prevalent.

A study was therefore undertaken to 
examine natural infection patterns 
in 12 horses (3 groups of 4) of mixed 
ages - adult mares, yearlings and 
foals. The 12 study animals were 
grazed for 14 months in one relatively 
small paddock in the lower North 
Island (Manawatu) and were treated 
with anthelmintics every 3 months.  
These conditions would not be much 
different from those experienced by 
many horses throughout NZ. 

The major objective of the proposed 
research was to build an understanding 
of how infection patterns in a group 
of horses varied over the course of 
one year.  To this end, every month, 1 
group of 4 horses was treated with 2 
doses of abamectin (600 micrograms 
per kilogram - 3 times the normal dose 

rate), 2 days apart, and 5 daily doses 
of oxfendazole at the normal dose 
rate (10 milligrams per kilogram).  
Preliminary work had shown 
that this regimen would remove 
approximately 98% of the resident 
parasite population. The faeces of the 
treated horses was collected to allow 
the parasites acquired in the 3 months 
since they were last treated (now 
killed and expelled) to be counted and 
identified.  The following month the 
second group of horses was treated 
and so on. 

In addition to establishing the level 
of parasitism using faecal worm and 
egg count data, a number of other 
parameters including various blood 
parameters were also studied to 
examine their suitability as diagnostic 
markers for parasitism.  A study of 
the ecology of the free-living stages 
of the parasites’ lifecycles was also 
attempted through studies of pasture 
larval populations and through plot 
studies.

Overall, worms were acquired in 
all seasons with no statistically 
significant tendency for increased 
acquisition at certain times, although 
this may have been the inevitable 
consequence of using small numbers 
of animals per group coupled with 
marked between-animal variation.  
Nevertheless, higher proportions of 
larval stages were present during 
winter and spring, suggesting that 
a higher proportion of the worms 
acquired in the autumn and winter 
periods may have become inhibited in 
their development.

One of the most interesting 
observations to emerge from this 

study was the marked difference in 
the levels of parasitism experienced 
by individual animals.  Some horses 
appeared to be more resistant to 
parasites, where others appeared 
relatively more susceptible.  Grazing 
the same pasture, some animals were 
allowing only negligible numbers of 
worms to establish, staying largely free 
of infection, whilst others, in particular 
some of the younger animals, were 
consistently infected with substantial 
populations of nematodes numbering 
several hundred thousand. Given this 
marked between-animal variation it 
stands to reason that the individual 
anthelmintic requirements between 
horses also differs substantially.
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Seasonality of Helminth Infections in Horses At 
Pasture Under NZ (Manawatu) Conditions

Ian Scott and Bill Pomroy, Massey University
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PROMOTING CAREERS IN THE EQUINE INDUSTRY

We are pleased to announce that we are again seeking applications for this prestigious award.  We were delighted 
with the excellent applications received last year and feel sure it will help last year’s successful applicant, Dr Harry 
Carslake, with his studies toward a specialty qualification in Equine Internal Medicine.  Our thanks once again to 
the Chittick Family and Waikato Stud, for their generous support.
 
It is intended that this annual award of $15000 be used to assist an individual under the age of 35 years in their 
career in the equine industry. Applications will be accepted from, but not necessarily limited to, the following:

■ A post-graduate, masters or honours student undertaking study or research in an area of 
equine science

■ An individual pursuing any specialized equine study or course (including farriery)

■ An individual committed to embarking on a career in the equine industry 

■ An individual already contributing to the equine industry who wishes to further their career 

Applications, which close this year on the 30th of October 2009, are to be made on the “Waikato Stud Young 
Achiever” form available from our office or our website. Applicants will be expected to show evidence of both their 
commitment to the equine industry and their other attributes that would make them appropriate recipients of this 
Young Achiever Award.

New Zealand Equine Research Foundation
PO Box 52,

Palmerston North
Phone 06 356 4940
Fax  06 354 2885

Website http://www.nzerf.co.nz

 The Waikato Stud 
“Young Achiever of the Year” Award
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A NZERF-funded travel 
grant report

My research on emotions 
in animals, using horses 
as a model, aims to assist 
our understanding and 
measurement of animal 
welfare. It is widely accepted 
that mammals are capable 
of feeling negative emotions 
such as fear, pain, and 
frustration, as well as positive 
emotional experiences such 
as pleasure and happiness. 
Many equestrians report 
that they can tell when their 
horse is happy. Traditionally, 
research on animal welfare 
has tended to focus on the 
identification and reduction 
of negative emotional states. More recently, good welfare 
is taken to include the promotion of positive experiences 
and emotions such as pleasure. Research in other species 
suggests that there may also be health and productivity 
benefits from positive emotional states. The challenge lies 
in objectively identifying indicators of positive emotion to 
measure welfare and to identify what horses enjoy so that 
optimal welfare can be achieved.

Unlike humans that can engage in self-report studies, 
research of emotions in animals relies on behavioural, 
physiological, neuro-endocrine and perhaps cognitive 
indicators of the subjective response. In the first of a series 
of investigations at Massey University in Palmerston 
North, the responses to a control, a presumed positive, and 
a presumed negative stimulus was recorded in 13 horses. 
Horses exposed to the positive stimulus experienced a 
decreased heart rate and tended to have less hind leg 
movement during treatment. Horses exposed to the negative 
stimulus showed an increase in heart rate and respiratory 
rate and tended to have more hind leg movement during 
treatment. Paradoxical results were found with the clicker 
stimulus.

Horse behaviour can be difficult to understand at the 
best of times – anyone who handles or rides horses will 
attest to this! Interpretation of changes in relation to the 
subjective component of emotion is certainly challenging. 
We are undertaking further work that incorporates 
preference testing and investigates facial expression as 

well as movement behaviour 
and physiological variables 
to better characterise horse 
emotions.

Dissemination of knowledge 
and its practical applications 
is the key to useful research. 
With assistance from the 
NZERF, I was fortunate 
to attend and present my 
research at two international 
conferences last year; the 
6th International Equitation 
Science Conference (ISES) 
that was held over 3 days 
in Uppsala, Sweden, and 
the 44th Congress of the 
International Society for 
Applied Ethology (ISAE). 

The president of ISES, Dr Andrew McLean, will be known 
to many equestrians as a leader in horse behaviour and 
training using scientific evidence-based, learning theory 
principles. The main theme of the ISES conference was 
“Horse welfare and human safety: the importance of 
learning, training and education”. Training and education 
of horses and riders, from a scientific as well as from a 
practical perspective, were discussed during the conference 
hosted by the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine and Animal 
Science at the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences 
(SLU) and the Swedish National Equestrian Centre 
Strömsholm. The ISES conference blends scientists with 
practitioners in a unique way - nearly 200 equine scientists, 
veterinarians, trainers, teachers and students from 16 
European countries and the US, Canada, Australia and New 
Zealand participated.  It was the second time that I have 
attended an ISES conference, and I thoroughly recommend 
it to all equestrians that have a desire to approach their 
handling/riding/training of horses in a humane, scientific-
evidence based way. Further details can be found at http://
www.equitationscience.com/aboutises.html.

The central theme of the ISAE conference was “coping in 
large groups” and it was held over 4 days with parallel 
streams of presentations and workshops. ISAE is the 
leading association for people interested in the behaviour 
and welfare of confined or domesticated animals, including 
companion, farm and zoo animal species.
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Rachael Stratton BVSc, Lecturer in Animal Behaviour and Welfare,

IVABS, Massey University, Palmerston North
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The recipients of this year’s Veterinary Student Awards are Sarah-Jayne Vincent 
of Christchurch and Jack O’Brien of Palmerston North. These awards of $5000 are 
made annually to two fourth year veterinary students to encourage their interest 
in horses both in their final year of study and on into practice. The criteria used to 
assess the applicants are academic achievement, previous experience with horses, 
commitment to the New Zealand equine industry, and reports from their professors 
and veterinarians with whom they’ve worked.

Sarah-Jayne Vincent, current President of the Massey Equine Club, comes from 
a harness-racing background and has many years of experience working in 
Standardbred racing stables and on stud farms.  In each of the last three years, she 
has been selected to receive a 10-week summer studentship to assist in NZERF-
funded research projects investigating foal limb deformities, foaling, and wastage 
in the Standardbred industry. These projects have fostered Sarah-Jayne’s interests 
in research in general and in equine reproduction and foal growth in particular. She 
would like to continue her studies of the relationship between a foal’s musculo-
skeletal development and its lifetime performance and injury status, and plans 
to maintain an active role in equine research in New Zealand throughout her 
veterinary career. In her spare time, Sarah-Jayne runs, swims, plays golf and trains 
Standardbred racehorses. She intends to spend the scholarship funds on seeing 
equine practice in Canterbury and Australia. 

Jack O’Brien lives on his family’s horse stud just outside of Palmerston North and 
enjoys everything outdoors including running, cycling and especially spending time 
on the lake when the weather permits. He has been involved in the Thoroughbred 
industry with his family from a very young age and has a keen interest in NZ 
Thoroughbred breeding and racing.  He is eager to pursue this from a veterinary 
perspective and see the NZ equine industry continue to grow on the world 
stage. Jack plans to use the scholarship funds to see equine practice in Auckland, 
Christchurch and the Waikato, to buy textbooks on equine lameness, radiography, 
reproduction and surgery, and to purchase specialist veterinary equipment such as 
hoof gear and an opthalmoscope. He looks forward to representing the NZERF to 
the best of his ability.

The New Zealand Equine Research Foundation (NZERF) is 
seeking applications from Farriers and Veterinarians wishing 
to attend the next International Hoof Care Summit to be 
held in Cincinnati, Ohio, USA from February 2nd- 5th  
2010.  In previous years we have assisted a vet and farrier 
to attend the Bluegrass Laminitis Symposium in Lexington, 
Kentucky and it was decided to change the focus slightly but 
continue this excellent initiative of putting vets and farriers 
together at an international hoof care event.

The Foundation will provide each successful applicant with 
NZ $2500  towards the cost of attending the Conference.  
Further information on the Summit can be obtained by 
looking at the websites of the American Farriers Association 
www.americanfarriers.com or www.lesspub.com. 

Written applications should include a letter as to why you 
want to attend this Summit and how that will help your 
career, a current CV, and the names and contact details of 
three referees.  It would be an advantage if there were a vet 
and farrier from the same area of NZ applying together. 

Applications should be sent to the NZERF Office, C/- Bev 
Stern, Manawatu Racing Centre, P O Box 52, Palmerston 
North. 4440.  The closing date for applications is 31st 
October 2009.

International Hoof Care Summit

With a number of Strangles outbreaks throughout the 
country over the past 12-18 months we had numerous 
requests for or Strangles Booklet. Our remaining stocks 
soon ran out and rather than just reprint that 3rd edition, 
which was printed in 2004, we decided to review that 
edition and reprint 20,000 copies. The review was 
undertaken by our Chairman Dr John O’Flaherty and 
new updated information added

We are very grateful to John for his efforts and also to 
Pfizer NZ Ltd and The Trusts Charitable Foundation for 
their financial support.  We will once again rely on our 
contributing organisations to distribute them as widely 
as possible free of charge.
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One of my first actions as the new 
Chairperson of the NZ Equine 
Research Foundation is to pay tribute 
to my predecessor, Dr John O’Flaherty, 
who has worked extremely hard over 
a challenging period to ensure that 
the Foundation continued its main 
activities - funding equine research 
in New Zealand, providing on-going 
education through publication of 
the Bulletin and the Bomac lecture 
series, and supporting people in the 
equine industry through the Massey 
student scholarships, vet/farrier 
scholarships and The Waikato Stud 
Young Achiever Award. I am grateful 
that John has agreed to remain on 
the Board, contributing his wisdom 
and experience, and I am personally 
indebted to him for his support in 
enabling a smooth transition.

John and I met with our Patron, Sir 
Patrick Hogan of Cambridge Stud, 
and also with Mr Connel McLaren of 
Bomac Laboratories who confirmed 
that under the new company structure, 
Bayer NZ Animal Health, they would 
continue to support the NZERF in 
2012. This means that the lecture series 
sponsored by Bomac in the past will 
proceed as the Bayer Lecture Series. 
We thank Bayer for their generous 
sponsorship that has guaranteed the 
survival of these valuable and much-
appreciated lectures. This year’s 
speaker will be Dr Sue McDonnell 
from the University of Pennsylvania, 
an internationally respected equine 
behaviour specialist. Dr McDonnell’s 
subject “Understanding Horse 
Behaviour” targets anyone involved 
with horses, whether professionally 
or for pleasure, and the times and 
locations of her lectures are advertised 
in this Bulletin.

Our Board has established a special 
fund in memory of Emeritus Professor 

Cliff Irvine, who was one of New 
Zealand’s leading equine researchers 
and veterinarians, receiving many 
national and international awards, 
and who served on the NZERF Board 
from its inception in 1976 until his 
retirement in 2004, and latterly as 
its Vice Chairman.  It is intended 
that the fund be used to support 
veterinary-based equine research, and 
it has already received a significant 
contribution from Equine Vets of 
NZ. We hope to grow the fund with 
donations from studs, veterinary 
practices and individuals who wish 
to acknowledge the contributions 
Professor Irvine made to the equine 
industry in NZ over many years. We 
have the support of our Patron, Sir 
Patrick Hogan in this initiative. 

The Board approved one research 
project in the last funding round: 
“Identifying Equine Metabolic 
Syndrome (EMS) in New Zealand”. 
The principal investigator is Dr 
Michelle Dicken, a veterinarian at 
Central Vets in Alexandra. Equine 
metabolic syndrome is a pervasive 
problem here and around the world. 
It is characterised by obesity and 
insulin resistance and can lead to 
laminitis, thus destroying a horse’s 
quality of life and sometimes the 
horse itself. Dr Dicken’s proposal 
aims to develop simple tests to 
identify EMS here in NZ, with a view 
to early clinical intervention. The 
Board received several other worthy 
research proposals, but once again we 
were constrained by lack of funds to 
support them all. 

In the interests of New Zealand based 
equine research the Board has accepted 
an invitation from The Massey Equine 
Trust for the NZERF Chairperson 
to become a member the Trust.  This 
should be a positive step towards 

ensuring that New Zealand’s limited 
equine research money is allocated in 
the most effective manner. 

Congratulations to our Massey 
student scholarship winners – Jack 
O’Brien and Sarah-Jayne Vincent. 
We are impressed each year with the 
calibre of all the applicants and we 
are pleased to be able to support these 
students wishing to pursue careers as 
equine veterinarians. 

Congratulations are also well 
deserved for our past Chairman, 
Dr Brian Goulden, who received 
the New Zealand Thoroughbred 
Racing “Contribution to Racing” 
Award for 2011 – a true recognition 
of his contributions as a researcher 
veterinarian, lecturer and driving 
force behind our organization for 
many years.

I am grateful to all the Board members 
for the support and energy they give 
to the NZERF. I would also like to 
thank the members of the Technical 
Sub-Committee, Chaired by Dr 
Sue Alexander Irvine, who assess 
grant and scholarship applications, 
sometimes working under extreme 
time pressure. If you wish to contact 
a Board member with questions, ideas 
or support, their contact details are on 
the back page of this Bulletin. 

Margaret Evans

The NZERF Board 
thank Dr Andrea 

Ritmeester and the 
Matamata Veterinary 

Services team for 
editing this Bulletin.
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Chairperson’s Corner

It is with deep regret that we recently accepted the 
resignation of David Jewell as Secretary of the New 
Zealand Equine Research Foundation.  David has been 
an important contributor to the success of the Foundation 
for the past 16 years and his resignation from the Central 
Districts Thoroughbred Racing Consortium RACE and 
subsequently our organisation is unfortunate for the whole 
equine industry.

David has been more than an efficient secretary and has 
contributed very generously his time and expertise to 
the Foundation.  He has helped recent Chairs, Dr Brian 
Goulden and myself; manage a group of mainly equine 
professionals with interests across all horse activity areas.  
His wide industry knowledge and experience has been 

The Board of the NZERF at David’s farewell lunch, 16th 
July 2009. From left: Mr Bruce Graham, Professor Joe 
Mayhew, Mr Edward Rennell, Mr Alan Fenwick, guest of 
honour, Mr David Jewell, Dr Margaret Evans, Mr Michael 
Martin, Mrs Barbara Harvey, Mr Simon Cooper, Dr John 
O’Flaherty, Dr Noel Power. (Absent: Dr Tim Pearce)

Award recipients from left Sophie Wigley and Alexandra 
Leander pictured with Dr. John O’Flaherty, NZERF chairman.

invaluable. David’s integrity, eye for detail, his wisdom and 
quirky sense of humour will be sadly missed.  We wish David 
and wife Caroline all the best for the future.

The NZERF has been very pleased to have had our base at 
the Awapuni Racing Centre over the past 16 years and we 
look forward to that continuing in the future with support 
from General Manager Darin Balcombe, Bev Stern and 
the rest of the team.

At the Palmerston North session of the Bomac Lecture 
Series we were able to introduce this year’s recipients of 
our 2008-09 Veterinary Student Awards.  These are annual 
awards made to two fourth year veterinary students to 
encourage their interest in equine matters both in their final 
year and on into practice.  This year’s successful students 
were Alexandra Leander of Porirua and Sophie Wigley of 
Amberley.
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The Morgan Horse Association of NZ Inc. (Newsletter)

NZERF Contact Information
The current Board of the NZERF is 

Chairperson Dr John O’Flaherty     
Vice Chairperson Mr Allan Fenwick 
Secretary Mr David Jewell

Representing NZPCA Mrs Barbara Harvey
Representing Equine Researchers Dr Margaret Evans
Representing NZSBA Mr Bruce Graham
Representing NZTBA Mr Michael Martin 
Representing ESNZ Dr Tim Pearce
Representing NZTR Mr Simon Cooper
Representing Massey University Professor Joe Mayhew
Representing NZEVA Dr Noel Power
Representing HRNZ Mr Edward Rennell 

Office: C/- Manawatu Racing, P O Box 52 , Palmerston North 4440, Phone: 06 356 4940, Email: nzerf@xtra.co.nz 

For further information about the New Zealand Equine Research Foundation go to www.nzerf.co.nz. See proceedings 
from past BOMAC lecture series, publications by NZERF, useful links, available fellowships and scholarships, FAQs and 
much more.
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